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We found the first object in the OPAC SBN, the National Library Service catalog that allows access 
with mode of friendly research to the collective catalog of libraries participating in the SBN-Service 
National Librarian. 
In particular, the National Library Service is the ​network of Italian libraries ​promoted by the MiBACT 
(Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism), by the Regions and by the University. It is 
coordinated by the ICCU and the members are: state libraries, local authorities, universities, public 
and private institutions which operate in various disciplinary sectors.  
OPAC SBN contains not only a large quantity of modern books, but also monographic publications, 
ancient books, music, graphics, cartography, audiovisuals and authoritative voices (names of authors 
in a controlled form). 
It follows REICAT (Italian Rules of Cataloging) rules in the classification. Some standards like ISBD 
and MARC 21 are used in the classification of the metadata. 
 
Our first object is ​La mia carriera di clown​.  
La mia carriera di clown​ is an autobiography written by Grock (Charles-Adrien Wettach), translated by 
Massimo Locuratolo and published in Milan in 2006. It consists of a printed codex of 297 pages and 
the size of 21 centimeters. The uniform title printed or displayed is, in this case, the original title: ​Sans 
blague! 
Through the OPAC SBN it is possible to identify the documents of interest and identify the libraries 
that own these documents.  
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For this object we analyse, in particular, some important metadata in the ISBD standard and in the 
MARC21 schema about the people related to this object, about who and what is represented in and 
by the object, about the date and the place of publication and about some material aspects. 
 
ISBD record 
One of the way to represent the metadata is following the ISBD standard. Let’s analysis the ISBD 
record. 

 
The International Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD) is intended to 
serve as a principal standard to promote ​universal bibliographic control​, that is, 
to make universally and promptly available, in a form that is internationally 
acceptable, basic bibliographic data for all published resources in all countries.  
ISBD was created in 1971 and its last version was released in 2011.  
Which are the fields that I need to use in order to describe an object? 
The ISBD defines​ 9 areas​ of description. (Each area, except area 7, is composed of sub-fields.)  
Standardized ​punctuation​ (colons, semicolons, slashes, dashes, commas, and periods) is used to 
identify and separate the elements and areas and it allows the users to understand each part of the 
record. The order of elements and standardized punctuation make it easier to interpret bibliographic 
records when one does not understand the language of the description. 
ISBD analysis  
 La mia carriera di clown / Grock​. - ​Milano: Mursia, [2006]​. - ​297 p. ; 21 cm​. - ​(Storia, biografie, diari. 
Biografie) (Storia, biografie, diari)​. - ​Trad. di Massimo Locuratolo.​ - ​[ISBN] 978-88-425-3724-3​. - ​[BNI] 
2007-6608​. 
 
We can analyze it in details: 
 La mia carriera di clown /Grock​  - Area 1, Title/Statement of responsibility 

There is here the title proper that can consist in the name given internally on the file and 
externally on the resource. Instead, the statement of responsibility consists of one or more 
names responsible for the creation or realisation of the intellectual or artistic work.  

 
Very important here is the fact that Grock is suggested as the author.  
 
We will further describing better our idea about it, but we can just introduce here the problem 
about this kind of name, this is a stage name chosen by Charles Adrien Wettach.  
In this case it is Charles Adrien Wettach the author and Grock (the alias) is the subject of his 
work. 
 

Milano: Mursia, [2006]​ - Area 4, Publication, production, distribution, etc. 
It may include the name of publisher, producer, and/or distributor; the date of publication, 
production, and/or distribution; the place of printing or manufacture; the name of printer or 
manufacturer; and the date of printing or manufacture. 
 

297 p. ; 21 cm​ - Area 5, Material description area.  
The physical description area includes the specific material designation and extent, other 
physical details, the dimensions, and the accompanying material statement. 
 

(Storia, biografie, diari. Biografie) (Storia, biografie, diari)​ - Area 7, Notes area 
The note area contains any descriptive information that has not been given in other areas of 
the description but that is considered to be important to users of bibliographic records.  
 



Trad. di Massimo Locuratolo.​ - Area 2, Statements of responsibility relating to the edition. 
The edition area includes the edition statement, parallel edition statements, statements of 
responsibility relating to the edition, additional edition statements, and statements of 
responsibility following an additional edition statement.  
 

 ​[ISBN] 978-88-425-3724-3​ - Area 8, Resource identifier and terms of availability area ISBN 
(International Standard Book Number and Bibliografia Nazionale Italiana.) 

The resource identifier and terms of availability area includes the resource identifier, the key 
title, and the terms of availability. (e.g., ISBN, ISSN) 

 
 
 
Moreover, we can find additional missing information included in the underlying table. 

 
 
4.3.6 A ​copyright date​ is added to the date of publication, production or distribution when considered 
important to users of the catalogue.  
 
For example, the information about the ​type​ of media (usually in area 0) is not included in the ISBD 
part but we can find it there as “Tipo documento” or the ​subject​ “Grock - Autobiografie” (7.7 Notes 
relating to the contents). There is also the ​uniform title​ (1.2 Parallel title) ​Sans blague!|Grock​. Usually 
a copyright date is added to the date of publication, production or distribution when considered 
important to users of the catalogue (4.3.6), but here there is none.  
 
There is also a list of the library that are physically owning the single item among the National 
Libraries. 
 



 
 
[​https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbd/isbd_wwr_20100510_clean.pdf  
https://archive.ifla.org/VII/s13/pubs/ISBD-FRBR-mappingFinal.pdf  
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/uca/unimarc_updates/BIBLIOGRAPHIC/u-b_200_update.pdf​ ] 
 
 
MARC21 schema 
 
We can find another display of metadata following the MARC21 schema: 

  
 
 
MARC (MAchine-Readable Cataloging) standards are a set of digital formats for the description of 
items catalogued by libraries, it was developed in the 1960s by the Library of Congress.  

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbd/isbd_wwr_20100510_clean.pdf
https://archive.ifla.org/VII/s13/pubs/ISBD-FRBR-mappingFinal.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/uca/unimarc_updates/BIBLIOGRAPHIC/u-b_200_update.pdf


A MARC record is a ​MAchine-Readable Cataloging record​, widely used for the representation and 
exchange of bibliographic information data in machine-readable form. A MARC record is composed of 
three elements: the record structure, the content designation and the content. 
The most predominant version of MARC is the ​MARC 21​, created in 1999 as a result of the 
harmonization of U.S. and Canadian MARC formats, and UNIMARC, widely used in Europe.  
 
The information we are interested in are easily extracted by the MARC21 schema given in this OPAC 
SBN page. Let's analyse the principal data elements: 
 
Looking at the MARC21 schema, we can find in the “Main entry” with code 1XX:​100 - Main entry - 
Personal Name​. Here is specified which name is the main entry to the object, in this case the ​author 
“​100 0 $aGrock$0IT\ICCU\TO0V\405109$4aut ​ → Autore principale: Grock”. This identify the person's 
name used as a main entry in a bibliographic record. In particular, we can see a “0 - Name”, a “$a - 
Personal name”, a “$0 - Authority record control number or standard number” and “$4 - Relationship”.  
(The name of the author should be Wettach) 
 
With code 2XX, a part called “Titles, edition, imprint”, we can find multiple information we are 
interested in.  
Firstly we have ​240 ​Uniform Title​.​ “​240 10$aSans blague!$3IT\ICCU\CFI\0700020$9Grock ​→ Titolo 
Uniforme:  Sans blague! | Grock” The uniform title is used when a work has appeared under varying 
titles and a particular title should be chosen to represent the work. (Field 240 is not used when field 
130 Main Entry -Uniform Title​ is present.) 
Then we find a 245 ​Title​ Statement. “​245 13$aLa mia carriera di clown /$cGrock. ​→ Titolo: La mia 
carriera di clown / Grock” Here title and statement of responsibility area of the bibliographic 
description of a work are defined. $a identify the Title and $c the Statement of responsibility (who 
identify the creator of the object).  
[Important here is the fact that the name of the author is Charles-Adrien Wettach, but here he is 
simply identify with his stage name, Grock!] 
Finally, we can find the 260 ​Publication, Distribution ​“​260 $aMilano :$bMursia,$c[2006] ​→ 
Pubblicazione: Milano, Mursia, [2006]” Here we can find information relating to the publication, 
printing, distribution, issue, release, or production of a work. In particular we have a “$a - Place of 
publication, distribution, etc.” , a “$b - Name of publisher, distributor, etc.” and a “$c - Date of 
publication, distribution, etc. ”. 
  
The code 3XX identifies “​Physical description​, etc.” “​300 $a297 p. ;$c21 cm ​→ ​Descrizione fisica: 
297 p. ; 21 cm​” It is the physical description of the item described, including its extent, dimensions and 
other physical peculiarities such as a description of any attached material and type and size of the 
unit. The “$a - Extent” and the “$c - Dimensions” are here specified. 
 
5XX is the code to insert some “​Notes​”. Important here is “​500 $aTrad. di Massimo Locuratolo​ → 
Note generali: ​Trad​. di Massimo Locuratolo” ​which consists in “$a - General note” where is specified 
the translator. 

 
The code 6XX is “​Subject​ added entries”​.  
“650 7$aGrock$xAutobiografie ​→ Soggetti: Grock - Autobiografie”  
Topical subject added entries may consist of general subject terms including names of events or 
objects. Subject added entries are assigned to a bibliographic record to provide access according to 
generally accepted thesaurus-building rules. In this element “$a” stands for “Topical term or 
geographic name entry element” while “$x” for “General subdivision”. 


